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of which only one-fifth arc white, it must prove impossible to rule
a territory fifty times as large as the mother country if the inhabi-
tants have really made up their minds that the foreigner must go.
The old days, therefore, of * forced labour* and c government
plantations' arc gone for ever. Schools and railways and hospitals
arc taking the place of the old punitive expeditions. If eventu-
ally one will have to give up these regions as the sovereign master,
one may hope to remain behind as an indispensable part of the
economic fabric. The old guard, which was firmly convinced that
" a native was all right as long as he knew his place," is slowly
giving ground to a younger generation which knows that facts are
mightier than slogans and that this universe of ours was created on
the principle of eternal change.
As for the other islands that belong to the Dutch group, none
is as highly cultivated as Java, Celebes, that queerly shaped,
spidery island just west of the Moluccas, the original spice-islands
for which the English and the Portuguese and the Spaniards and
the Dutch fought each other so bitterly throughout the seventeenth
century, is being slowly developed by the Dutch to become a second
Java. To-day Macassar, the town whence came the oil from which
our Victorian grandfathers adorned their locks and which made
our Victorian grandmothers knit their endless * antimacassars,
is one of the most important cities of the Java sea, doing a regular
business with Surabaya and Scmarang, the main ports on the north-
ern coast of Java, and being in regular communication with Tand-
jong Priok, which is the harbour of Batavia, the capital, just as
Wcltevreden is the residential quarter and Buitcazorg the scat of
government.
The Molucca islands themselves are not as rich as they used to
be, but their inhabitants, the Amboincse, are still renowned for
their ability as sailors. Four hundred years ago these same Am-
boincse were dreaded far and wide as the most voracious cannibals
of the Pacific Ocean* To-day they are exemplary Christiana,
although, curiously enough, they have given the Dutch East
Indian army its best fighting regiments.
Borneo, the main remnant of the submerged Asiatic peninsula,